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AFTER IRM A

D R E A M B OAT

NEW LAUNCHES FROM WILLIAMS, PARDO,
GULFSTREAM AND MORE

THE STORM HIT SOME TOP CRUISING SPOTS
HARD — HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN DO

OUTER REEF’S 610 MOTORYACHT FULFILLS
ONE COUPLE’S DESTINY
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PORTRAIT OF A
M E G AYAC H T
WESTPORT’S 125 SHOWS THE BUILDER’S EVOLUTION, FROM
FISH BOATS TO LUXURY YACHTS
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serendipity
A N OU T ER REEF 610 MO T ORYACH T IS T HE
FOR T HIS COU PL E’S CRU ISING DRE A M S .

RIGH T M AT CH

BY CHRIS CASWELL
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This 610’s davit
is an ES800 from
Steelhead Marine.
It frees up the swim
platform to help
create yet another
onboard entertainment venue.

The yacht’s sturdy profile indicates the large amount of interior space that makes her a viable liveaboard vessel.
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REVIEWED

O U T E R R E E F 610 M O T O R YAC H T

IT ALL STARTED ON A FIRST DATE, THE TIME WHEN CONVERSATION
begins to reveal two people to one another. “My dream do are retirees — but not Dan, who continues his
is to sell everything, get a yacht and go cruising,” Dan career in business development. “In this digital
said. Sandy simply replied, “Me too.” ¶ “So I asked world,” he says, “I can work perfectly aboard our
her for a second date,” Dan says today, 11 years later, boat anywhere we’re cruising.” Grinning, he adds,
as the couple is fulﬁlling that dream aboard their “My desk in our master stateroom is bigger than the
Outer Reef 610 Motoryacht Sandana. ¶ The duo one I have at home.” ¶ Dan and Sandy are not just
spent more than three years looking at boats and planning to live aboard. They also have adventurbuilders before choosing Outer Reef because, as ous cruising plans: the U.S. East Coast, Caribbean,
Dan says, “They were willing to make every change Central America, Alaska and, as Dan says, “Who
we wanted.” ¶ Speaking of which, there’s a quirk to knows?” Outer Reef was a good ﬁt because it designs
this tale. Most people who cruise the way this couple its boats for short-handed cruising, and each is built
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TKTKT OAT NA ME TKTK

to European Union Category A, Ocean, capable of L I T T L E T H I N G S
handling winds exceeding Beaufort Force 8 and
When considering
seas bigger than 20 feet. ¶ Additionally, the couple
an offshore cruiser,
look at the details
knew what layout they wanted: a fore-and-aft berth
as well as the larger
in the owners’ stateroom (as in, not athwartship), picture. For instance,
and berths rather than bunks in the smaller of two
the Outer Reef 610
has overhead rails
guest staterooms. (Ocean Reef plans to build on the
in the salon to make
latter concept; future 610s will allow the berths to
moving around safe
slide together into a double.) ¶ The layout requests
in a seaway. Also
check out a yacht’s
created extra stowage under the stairs for suitcases
drawers to make
and provisions, plus a walk-in lazarette with unfet- sure they lock. The
tered access to the yacht’s systems and stowage for
610’s have sturdy,
barrel-slide bolts.
dive tanks, cases of wine and more — all in keeping

with the characteristics that drew the couple to Outer
Reef in the ﬁrst place. ¶ The 610 is built with handlaid ﬁberglass, PVC coring above the waterline, resin
infusion and a vinylester barrier coat against osmosis.
On the creature-comfort side, the Portuguese bridge
has a settee for enjoying a sundowner on the hook.
¶ Inside, I’d point to the galley as thoughtfully designed for cruising, with a center island that’s just
right for leaning against with your steaming cup of
morning coffee. Plus, two deep pantries and an LG
fridge allow provisioning for longer voyages. There’s
a pass-through to the pilothouse dinette, which also
could make a good pilot berth when needed. ¶ That’s

The 610 Motoryacht’s layout is meant to feel like a home at sea. The galley opens to the salon, which in turn opens to the aft-deck dining space.
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LOA
61'2"
MAX
BEAM
17'2"

not to say the 610 is chieﬂy utilitarian. Cabinets
and drawers are grain-matched teak, and a thin
holly inlay outlines the teak salon sole — each a
nice dash of ﬁne craftsmanship. ¶ The 610’s styling
continues belowdecks, along with its cruising-ready
amenities. In the lower companionway is a hidden,
stacked washer/dryer, and the owner’s stateroom is
set up for living aboard with a walk-in closet and a
bureau to port. That bureau has ﬁve 30-inch-deep
drawers for her and ﬁve more for him. The VIP
stateroom is forward, with an en suite head that the
guest stateroom across the companionway shares.
¶ Because this Outer Reef 610 is going to be used as

POWER UP

To many, seeing
John Deere on a spec
sheet is a surprise,
but it shouldn’t be.
The company has
been providing
yachts with high
torque and low-rated
rpm for more than
30 years. The 6090s
aboard Sandana are
common-rail and
turbocharged
in-line sixes rated
EPA Tier 3.

a liveaboard vessel, the salon is not set up for dining
(there are tables in the pilothouse, on the aft deck
and on the bridge). Instead, a pair of swivel chairs
in the salon face the built-in couch and the pop-up
TV to port, creating an airy feel and a panoramic
view through the windows. ¶ The ﬂybridge has a
ﬁberglass hardtop that delineates the forward living area, which includes a centerline helm, Stidd
pedestal chair, dinette and settee. Aft, the boat deck
accommodates a 13-foot AB Nautilus DLX tender
with a 60 hp Yamaha outboard. There’s also room
for kayaks or water toys, and the outdoor galley with
barbecue and fridge isn’t cramped. That hardtop,

The 610’s galley is open to the seating area for conversation. Outside, the yacht’s bow deck has sturdy bulwarks and high handrails for safety.
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by the way, is strong enough to walk on, according
to the builder. Access is via a ﬁxed ladder. ¶ Power
for the 610 is from a pair of 500 hp John Deere 6090
diesels turning ZF transmissions. Sandana is also
ﬁtted with a Northern Lights 12 kW genset to back
up the standard 16 kW unit. The electrical system
includes a pair of 50-amp isolation transformers
and a 2.5 kW inverter/charger, plus a 3 kW inverter/
charger. These redundancies should bring peace
of mind in faraway harbors. ¶ The yacht also has
15.5 hp Side-Power electric bow and stern thrusters,
and ABT-Trac 220 stabilizers with 6-square-foot
ﬁns for stability offshore. The engine room has

O U T E R R E E F 610 M O T O R YAC H T

A B O U T T H E 610

The Outer Reef 610
is built on the same
hull as the builder’s
proven 630. And
Outer Reef’s owner,
Jeff Druek, says that
“unlike many builders, we will never
‘stretch’ an existing
hull.” To that end,
the 610 has the same
wide 17-foot-2-inch
beam and seakindly
hull as the 630 but is
a full 2 feet shorter.

stainless-steel, removable workbenches over each
engine. ¶ Sandana turns 34-inch props and tops out
at about 13.5 knots with full tanks and 21 people
aboard. Fuel economy is good across the rpm range:
The yacht burns 20 gph at 1,800 rpm for 11 knots
at 45 percent engine load. Those numbers should
allow Sandana to cross oceans without shortening
engine life. ¶ At a good size for owner-operators, the
Outer Reef 610 is superbly built and thoughtfully
designed. For this particular 610, the home port
painted on the stern should read “Everywhere.”
Take the next step: outerreefyachts.com
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